
Vulcan XH558 set to leave Doncaster Sheffield
Airport in 2023 

The Avro Vulcan XH558 is getting ready to take the next step in its journey as it prepares to 
leave Doncaster Sheffield Airport (DSA) in June 2023.

The Vulcan to the Sky Trust (VTST), the charity behind the restoration and return to flight of 
XH558, have been renting space on the airfield from DSA for the aircraft following an 
unsuccessful fundraising campaign to build a new permanent home for the Vulcan.

John Sharman, chair of trustees at the VTST said: “We were extremely sad to hear the news 
regarding the strategic review of DSA and our thoughts are with the staff there who will no 
doubt be concerned about their futures.

“Our current agreement for parking our aircraft at DSA, together with access for our staff, 
volunteers, and visitors, runs until June 2023 and prior to the news about the future of DSA 
we had been told that the agreement would not be renewed and therefore would have to leave 
the site at that time.

“This is a blow to the Trust and will be very sad news for our supporters, but for some months 
we have been exploring options for XH558 to leave Doncaster.”

XH558 flew into the airport in March 2011 and, for a number of years, millions of supporters 
were able to see and hear her fly!

John added: “Since the aircraft was grounded in 2015, we’ve been working to build her the type 
of home that befits such an iconic piece of aviation history. Sadly, our latest fundraising appeal 
didn’t bring in the money needed to build a hangar and DSA have confirmed that she can only 
stay where she is until June 2023. Having sought assurances from the airport, we have 
established that their announcement doesn’t affect our timeline for leaving the airport.

“As soon as we knew that our future was likely to be away from DSA, we began the process of 
finding a safe and permanent home for XH558 – an important heritage aviation asset. 

“We are working on two potential sites where we know we can protect her for decades to come 
and deliver on Robert Pleming’s vision of telling the Cold War story and the role of the V-Force 
and inspiring youngsters to pursue meaningful and productive careers in engineering.

“Clearly as the sites are away from Doncaster, the relocation will bring significant challenges but
outcomes we believe the VTST can deliver.”
The VTST is currently exploring a number of options for a new home for Vulcan XH558 ranging 
from investigating the possibility of a short ferry flight to enable the aircraft to get to a new 
location intact or to dismantle and move and rebuild her in a dedicated permanent home. 

John explained: “The option for a one-off flight demonstrates that the VTST are exploring every 
option. We were always told that we would not get approval for her to fly again by the CAA, 
however, we are now in discussion with them to explore any potential way forward as if this 
might be an option, it’s not one that we can ignore.

“The alternative is to dismantle the aircraft and move it to a proposed home and we have two 
potential locations in negotiation. While we acknowledge that it would be extremely sad to 
dismantle XH558 it would mean that ultimately, she will be preserved and will still be able to 



inform, educate and inspire future generations of engineers.

“As soon as a decision has been made regarding the final destination for XH558 we’ll be able to
put the wheels in motion and we’ll keep our supporters updated throughout this process.

“We want to thank everyone for their continued support and interest in Vulcan XH558.”

For further information visit https://vulcantothesky.org

ENDS
Notes to editors 
Following a ten-year restoration project, Avro Vulcan XH558 (“XH558”) returned to flight on 18 th

October 2007, having previously been grounded on 23rd March 1993 at the end of its RAF
career. 
The  VTTS was  granted  approval  by the  Civil  Aviation  Authority  (“CAA”)  to  operate  Vulcan
XH558 under UK Civil Regulations on 2nd July 2008. The aircraft was granted a CAA Permit to
Fly on 3rd July 2008, a condition of which was the continuing contractual  support  from the
aircraft’s Engineering Authority, Marshall Aerospace. This was a first for a Complex category ex-
military aircraft on the UK Civil Register, and marked the successful completion of the world’s
most complex aircraft restoration project.
Subsequently, Vulcan XH558 was presented by the Trust to the public at air shows and events
around the UK in each year following, supported by educational and interpretational activities.
In March 2011, XH558 flew into Robin Hood Doncaster Sheffield Airport (DSA), and Hangar 3
became its home operating base.
In January 2015, the Trust received notice from Marshall Aerospace, BAE Systems and Rolls-
Royce that at  the end of 2015, they would collectively be withdrawing the Engineering and
Design  Authority  support  required  as  a  condition  of  the  aircraft’s  Permit  to  Fly,  thereby
consequently bringing to the end the flying life of Vulcan XH558. The aircraft’s final flight took
place on Wednesday 28th October 2015 at Doncaster Sheffield Airport.

The principal objects of the Vulcan to the Sky Trust (“VTST”, “the Trust”) are to:

(1) Preserve and protect Avro Vulcan XH558 and return her to full working order for the benefit
of the public and to demonstrate and display her to the public and to conserve and return to full
working order other aircraft and engineering artefacts in general which are of significant heritage
interest and to maintain such in a purpose-built facility.

(2) Advance  the  education  of  the  general  public  in  Avro  Vulcan  XH558,  in  aviation  and
engineering heritage,  in  its  associated  provenance,  historical  and social  context  and in  the
strategy of deterrence, for the benefit of British heritage, and historical knowledge.

(3) Advance the education of the general public in Avro Vulcan XH558 and other aircraft and
engineering artefacts in general of significant heritage interest, in their design, engineering and
technologies, operational and maintenance processes and procedures; for the benefit of British
heritage,  and  technical  knowledge  and  conservation,  by  providing  access  to  engineering
demonstrations and practical activities. 
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